Drainage Overview
Proper drainage helps reduce water damage on both
the road surface, and underlying layers. Maintaining
proper drainage is one of the most important elements
of preventative maintenance that MCRC engages in.
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Muskegon County
Road Commission

Throughout the spring, summer, and fall seasons,
MCRC facilitates eﬀective drainage on four primary
surfaces;
•roadways
•shoulders
•ditches
•culverts
While the cause of poor drainage is variable, the
result is the same. Flooding, washouts, and ensuing
potholes generally coincide with poor drainage, and
result in costly repairs. In addition, standing water
on roadways can create serious hazards for motorists
from hydroplaning and poor traction.
MCRC employs an arsenal of equipment and services
to combat the potential eﬀects of poor drainage within
and alongside roadways.

Drainage & Ditching

Service Requests
To file a service request, MCRC can
be contacted either at our office or
by telephone, and your request will
be forwarded to the appropriate
department;

Phone: 231.788.2381 (Press 1)
Fax: 231.788.5793

MCRC Responsibilites

Culverts

Gravel Roads

MCRC provides a number of routine maintenance
services on paved and unpaved roadways to
prevent damage to the roadway and underlying
base material.

•MCRC is responsible for drainage
parallel to roadways.
•Drains that run through yards and
fields are the responsibility of the Drain
Commission or the Homeowner
•Residents are responsible for their
own driveway culverts
Roadside ditches help prevent roadway and lawn
ﬂooding, therefore MCRC urges residents to refrain
from ﬁlling in roadside ditches with lawn material or
debris that may inhibit water drainage. Trees or shrubs
should not be planted near roadside ditches, as they not
only inhibit drainage ability, but also produce hazards
to motorists. Also, plantings must be at least 33 feet
from the center of the road.

Culverts are an essential part of roadside drainage,
as they allow water to ﬂow underneath roadways.
MCRC is responsible for approximately 1800 culverts
within Muskegon County, and oversee their repair and
replacement. MCRC partners with local Townships for
culvert repair on the local road system.
Another function of a culvert is to keep water from
collecting along the margins of the roadway and eating
away at the underside of the road bed. This extends the
life of the road and prevents the edges of the roadway
from slowly crumbling away, posing a safety hazard to
drivers. In addition, if the water level next to the road
rises too much, the roadway can ﬂood, forcing road
closures until the
water level drops
again.

Unlike their paved counterparts, gravel roads require
consistent maintenance to allow for proper drainage
and reducing the occurrence of rutting, or chuckholes,
from forming.
Gravel road surfaces detriorate for a number of
reasons, including normal traﬃc use, loss of aggregate
material, winter snow removal, rain wash, and vehicle
wind wash.
With the use of 7 road graders, MCRC restores an
optimal 4% crown to gravel road surfaces. This
reshaping of the road surface helps remove chuckholes,
or surface irregularities, in addition to providing
adequate drainage to delay further detoriation.
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Maintaining culverts is
an integral part of road
maintenance, as failing
culverts can create
potholes in the road
surface, and can eventually lead to the road caving in
altogether, posing serious hazards to motorists.
MCRC repairs and replaces primary road culverts on
a priority basis, giving those that are a road hazard,
the most presedence. MCRC primarly uses concrete
culverts to replace metal culverts, as they are currently
less expensive than metal and have a longer service life.

Did You Know?
•MCRC maintains 235 miles of unpaved
roads
•Without proper drainage, gravel roads
deteroriate at an accelerated rate

